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AGE joins Eritreans in the UK in Condemning the UNS C Sanctions
Press Release

On 17" of January 2010 Eritreans residing in the United Kingdom took pa# i
seminar organised by the Mekete Committee.

In the seminar, Ambassador Tesfamichael Gerahtu gave #&detacount of current
developments in Eritrea and issues pertaining to the sanctionseidhpasEritrea by
the United Nations Security Council.

In a hall packed to capacity, members of the Eritrean commuamity various
organisations expressed their anger and condemned in the strongessthierunjust
measures taken by the UNSC against the state and peopleéred.Eifhe participants
called for the sanctions to be annulled immediately.

The Action Group for Eritrea joined the participants in denouncingitiigst sanction
and used the occasion to give an account of a meeting held betvesepers of a
number of established groups within the Eritrean diaspora in khard the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office (FCO). The meeting took place on the gayrend during
the same hours that the UN Security Council adopted the unjusitiespleflecting
the non-stop efforts of Eritreans in standing up for their country; epeto the 14

hour that UNSC members were deliberating on passing theluties.

In the three hours’ long meeting, the five representatives frben Eritrean
community were able to raise their concerns, namely:

The negative role the UK has been playing in the Horn of Africamtties
over a number of years and its disregard of the repeatedfaalischange in
policy;

The position that the UK has taken in the creation, promotion andi@udlabt
the UN Sanctions against Eritrea based on unfounded allegations;

The flaws and the forgery in the Arms Monitoring Group reports anthtkeof
any credible evidence in relation to the accusations which e&riiis
allegedly responsible for;

The double standards applied in targeting Eritrea when a number of other

countries were also accused of the alleged crime but hageotdenalised,;

The inconsistent accusations labelled against Eritrea, by Khgdvernment,
among others.

The total absence of any pressure from the UK government oopEthin
respect of the implementation of the EEBC final and bindingsaew reached
in 2002 and contrarily, increasing development aid year on year;

Given the repeated historic injustices perpetuated by thend the failure to
enforce its own resolutions with respect to the border conittrea cannot be
expected to have any confidence in the ability of US dominated UtdSC
resolve any real or perceived disputes justly, hence if Djibigsutionestly
seeking solutions, then it should refer the matter to the



International Court of Arbitration. If there is a genuine @e$or peace,
Ethiopia should be made to withdraw from Eritrean sovereigndsrrand
remove its offensive long range weapons from areas where tderbaf
the three countries intersect.

The unjust sanctions will create further instability in riagion;
The sanctions could have an adverse effect on the wellbethg ofdinary
people of Eritrea.

In response, the British government stated that the UK’s sufgpdhe sanctions is
mainly based on evidence gathered through its intelligent serdagng 2009
which suggests that Eritrea has been financially supportingnfuggents. The
group was told that the evidence is classified and cannot bepuhtie in order to
safeguard the anonymity of their sources. The group was fudldethat even the
UNSC members were not privy to any of the so called cladstividence before
they agreed to adopt the sanctions. British Eritreans, leshslders, were denied
of their right to review and scrutinise any evidence thatBhesh government
claims it has.

The UK government could not satisfactorily explain the shiftcguaations against
Eritrea, namely that of supplying arms to Somali insurgeisn tthis being
dropped and replaced by "...providing moral and financial support”. Uke
government could not explain how Eritrea could have been transpantiitgry
hardware to Somalia when the highest level of US, UK andsalil@ps, satellite
communication, drones and other sophisticated communication systeras wer
swarming the southern Red Sea area.

The representatives were also informed that the Britishrgment was against the
initial proposal of imposing much tougher sanctions.

At the end of the meeting, the group was able to concludeérihalK government
does not in fact have a shred of evidence in support of the doogs#tey
continue to attach to Eritrea. The group was convinced beyond doulth¢hat
unjust sanctions are clearly aimed at weakening Eritrea eccaigm politically
and militarily. There simply are no other explanations for suclbleaant
miscarriage of justice. The group made their views ciearthat the UK
government’s policy is one of the sources of instability in tbentbf Africa.

Injustice breeds bitterness and that in turn generates defiaribe anood in the
seminar has shown. This historic injustice against the atatepeople of Eritrea
has to be challenged. AGE informed the audience in the semmatrt will
continue with its lobbying activities with the aim of urgirige tUK government to
reconsider its actions so far and work towards repealing thé@@anposed on
Eritrea.

With this in mind, a concerted campaign by all Eritreans aedds of Eritrea is
being called for. Over 600 letters addressed to MPs and signethefy
constituents were obtained at the Seminar and sent on tieedsgm



Furthermore, AGE has set up an e-petition to Prime Ministedd@doBrown with a
request to take measures to repeal the unjust sanctions argkrthes UK policy
towards Eritrea and the Horn of African countries by implementng just and
equitable policies in order to establish peace and stability iards The e-petition
can be accessed at http:/petitions.numberl0.gov.uk/eritreBeseénc It is
important that signatories of the petition go back to their é-@eabunts and click
a link to confirm that they would like their voice to be codnte

AGE in collaboration with Eritrean organisations in the UK and dvaide will
continue to wage effective campaigns to get the unjusitisas against Eritrea
lifted. In this regard, AGE is actively engaged in suppgrtihe world-wide
demonstrations planned for the"2af February 2010.
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